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Traffic on the A14.
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Business leaders call for 
‘No More A14 Delays’
B

usiness leaders across the 
county have come together to 
launch a new campaign they 
say is “vital for the local and 
national economy.”

No More A14 Delays was at a 
Breakfast Event at The Atrium at 
Wherstead Park, Ipswich and brought 
together over 100 business leaders and 
representatives from business groups 
and local authorities who recognise 
the importance of the issue to the 
future of Suffolk.

“The A14 connects Suffolk’s 
businesses and many of its towns and 
villages and is their gateway to the UK 
to Europe and the world.” said John 
Dugmore, the CEO of Suffolk 
Chamber of Commerce. “Businesses 
rely on the fast, efficient movement of 
goods along the A14 but its problems 
are holding them back. This 
important campaign calls on those 
with the power to make a difference to 
recognise the importance of the road 
to the UK economy.” he said.

The campaign identifies a number 
of problem points on the A14 from 
where it enters Suffolk on the 

Cambridgeshire border across to 
Felixstowe in the East. 

It comes on the back of the award 
winning No Toll Tax on Suffolk 
campaign from 2014 which saw the 
Government reverse their proposals 
to toll the A14.

“The A14 is one of the UK’s most 
important enterprise corridors.”  
said Mark Pendlington, group 
director, Anglian Water and chair of 
the New Anglia Local Enterprise 
Partnership. “It links Britain’s biggest 
container Port at Felixstowe with the 

rest of the UK and keeping the East 
mobile and accessible to world sectors 
and markets, many of which are 
located and investing in Suffolk and 
Norfolk.” 

The event also heard from Cllr 
Graham Newman, Cabinet Member 
for Roads, Transport and Planning, 
Suffolk County Council, Stephen 
Britt, Chair, Suffolk Chamber 
Transport and Infrastructure Board 
and Mark Pendlington, Chair, New 
Anglia Local Enterprise Partnership.

“The A14 is a critical section of our 
Suffolk infrastructure with 
importance both locally and 
nationally. With this in mind Suffolk 
Chamber and Suffolk County Council 
have embarked on a campaign to raise 
and maintain the profile of the A14 
with central government. 

Our aim of securing immediate  
and ongoing investment in this 
highway will be good for both Suffolk 
and UK PLC.” said Stephen Britt, 
Managing Director, Anchor Storage 
Ltd and Chair, Suffolk Chamber of 
Commerce Transport and 
Infrastructure Board.

No more delays on 
A14 launch

What business users in Suffolk thinks about the A14
“Mediterranean Shipping 
Company is a world leader in 
global shipping with a team of over 
400 people based at its UK 
headquarters in Ipswich. As a 
leading local employer MSC 
depends on a free-flowing A14 to 
enable easy access to its 400 team 
members and to deliver its award 
winning service to its customers 
across the UK.”

Paul Garnham, general manager 
intermodal, Mediterranean 

Shipping Company (UK) Ltd

“The A14, for the greater  
part, is a two lane road that 
needs a hard shoulder, it  
has dangerous lay-bys. In 
reality, with Felixstowe as  
its focus, making the A14  
fit for purpose is as important 
to the UK economy as HS2  
and patching bits along  
the route is not the  
solution.”

Chris Soule, Federation of 
Small Businesses (FSB)

Suffolk Chairman

“A priority for our business is 
good road connectivity and we 
need to see improvements to the 
main junctions and access routes 
into and out of Bury St Edmunds, 
which often create gridlock and 
dangerous back-ups onto the main 
A14 carriageway.”

Andrew Denny, strategic 
development director, Denny Bros

“Haldo would like to see permanent 
solutions to the causes of congestion 
on the A14 and especially the stretch 
in Suffolk: one of the few counties in 
the country not to have a motorway, 
but a dual carriageway with 
minimal or nonexistent hard 
shoulders. 

New innovations are needed, for 
example: a proper hard shoulder; 
fewer traffic lights and erhaps 
‘shared space’ on the approach roads 
so that we can aim to have a safer, 
free-flowing A14.”

Rick Wildridge, chairman, Haldo 
Developments Ltd

“Our main concern with the A14 is to 
ensure reliable journey times for our 
bulk chemical deliveries which we 
rely on for our manufacturing 
processes. Many of these come 
fromdistributors and manufacturers 
located in the North West and North 
East of the UK so the A14 is a vital 
lifeline for the site.” Nicholas 
Hodgson, head of engineering and 
HSE, Sanofi “As an SME 
manufacturer based in Suffolk, we 
rely heavily on the A14 as the primary 
transportation route for raw 
materials coming to our factory and 
finished goods getting o our 
customers. Delays add to our 
operational costs and disadvantage 
our business against competitors 
elsewhere n the country.”

Graham Burchell, managing director, 
Challs International Ltd

“The Port of Felixstowe is the 
country’s largest container port 
handling 4 million + TEUs pa and 
supporting 30,000 jobs, 1 in 10 of all 
jobs in Suffolk. The Port Users’ 
Association represents shipping 
lines, freight forwarders, hauliers, 
warehouse keepers and port related 
services all of whom are convinced 
of the Port’s capacity to contribute 
yet more to jobs and growth, in 
Suffolk and for UK plc, if its road 
connectivity can be improved.” 

Simon Fraser, chair, Felixstowe 
Port Users’ Association

“We help our clients to manage 
costs, support customers and 
generate additional revenues. 
To keep growing and investing 
we need an end to delays and 
congestion along the A14.” 

Stephen Basey-Fisher, 
Century Logistics 

“We employ over 500 
members of staff so when 
problems occur on the A14, 
especially around the 
Orwell Bridge or Junction 
57, the result is gridlock on 
the Europark which 
creates havoc for us and 
our staff  bear the brunt of 
not getting in or out with 
the knock on effect to 
childcare issues. Then you 
must add the fact that 
things are only going to get 
worse when further 
development occurs unless 
the problems with the A14 
are resolved.”

William Catchpole, chief 
executive officer, IPPlus 
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John Dugmore, 
chief executive of 
Suffolk Chamber
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Coming out of an economic 
recession brings a brighter future 
for our Ipswich and for its economy.

It also means, as it does for many 
towns up and down the UK, the 
questions are asked about any 
developments that have stalled or 
not progressed as many of us  
would like.

That is why Ipswich Chamber was 
delighted to welcome over 70 local 
business representatives to a lunch 
recently to hear about the future of 
the “Winerack” – the iconic frame of 
unfinished apartments on the 
Ipswich waterfront.

John Howard of Ipswich Wharf 
Developments Ltd took the 
opportunity to lay to rest many 
rumours that have circulated since 
the building work stopped in 
December 2009 when the previous 
developer, City 
Living, went into 
administration.

Giving an 
update on the 
progress made so 
far, Mr Howard 
informed local 
businesses that Ipswich 
Borough Council has 
now granted 
retrospective planning 
approval on the top two 
floors of the building, 
meaning that work will 
begin as soon as possible 
to build 149 contemporary 

one, two and three bedroom 
apartments and luxury  
penthouse suites. 

The ground floor will be  
available for commercial 
opportunities including office  
space and an impressive car park 
stacker system for 264 vehicles  
will also form part of the 
development. 

It is a landmark building on the 
Ipswich Waterfront that will bring 
in significant investment and  
we are encouraged that the 
developers want to work closely  
with local businesses throughout  
its construction to help support  
the local economy. 

The iconic unfinished ‘Winerack’ on Ipswich waterfront

General 
Election Budget 
welcomed
The Chancellor of the Exchequer 
delivered the last Budget of the 
current Parliamentary session 
just a few weeks before the 2015 
General Election campaign got 
underway.

“Business will welcome what 
appears to be a balancing budget 
ahead of the General Election in 
50 days time.” John Dugmore, the 
CEO of Suffolk Chamber of 
Commerce told local media 

following the Budget delivered by 
George Osbourne, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. “The Budget 
recognises both short-term 
electoral horizons and long-term 
economic needs.” 

“Therefore the Chancellor’s 
focus on business growth and 
prosperity will receive a warm 
welcome from businesses of all 
sizes.” he added.

“The confirmation that 

business rates are being reviewed 
is welcome but needs to happen 
and bear fruit as soon as 
possible.” John Dugmore 
continued. “The freezing of the 
rise in petrol duty will make a big 
difference to firms across Suffolk 
who can be crippled by increasing 
transportation costs and the 
Chancellors focus on fiscal 
responsibility will play well with 
business audiences.” Chancellor of the Exchequer George Osborne

The skyline of Ipswich

John Howard, of 

Ipswich Wharf 

Developments Ltd
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